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For whom the scientists marched last Saturday
One of the best novels by Ernest Hemingway
was “For Whom the Bell Tolls.” That title was
taken from the metaphysical poet John Donne’s
series of meditations and prayers on health, pain,
and sickness published in 1624 when we wrote, in
the original version, “No man is an Iland, intire of
itselfe; every man is a peece of the Continent, a part
of the maine (…) any man’s death diminishes me,
because I am involved in Mankinde; And therefore
never send to know for whom the bell tolls; It tolls
for thee.”
Hemingway’s 1940 novel is set during the 19361939 Spanish Civil War. The reason he used that
title was because of the discussion taking place
at that time on whether anybody outside Spain
should care about that war. Obviously foreign powers from the right and left were intervening and
many saw that war as a prelude of what months
later would become World War II.
Last Saturday hundreds of thousands of people
– not only scientists – took to the streets of cities
around the world to show their support for science. Public demonstrations took place not only
in the major capitals of the western hemisphere
but in places as distant and surprising as the Fiji
Islands in the South Pacific and Ho Chi Minh City
in Vietnam.
But why the marches? And why now?
We are witnessing a worldwide political phenomenon of dismissing intellectual enquiry in general,
and science in particular, in favor of an ideology
based in populist politics and economic interests.
From the right and from the left we hear voices

Dr. Aldemaro Romero Jr.
Letters from Academia
spewing any inconvenient fact for political purposes.
Despite many efforts by scientists and others to
make scientific knowledge more accessible through
TV shows, documentaries, podcasts and the like,
science literacy among the general population is
at a disturbingly low level. According to the periodic surveys conducted by the National Science
Foundation, this country leads the world in the
number of people who believe that witches are
real. And half of our population thinks that the sun
orbits the earth, and not the other way around.
These figures, which could be dismissed as simple curiosities or grounds for late night talk show
jokes, are not so funny when we realize that they
belong to the same category of thought as the
pervasive campaign against the use of vaccines
and the denial of human responsibility for climate
change, both of which we will pay a heavy toll for
in the years to come.
Science has been fundamental for human progress in every aspect of our lives, from medicine to
transportation, from communications to food production. But you all know that.
What not everybody knows is that there has been
a concerted movement in some circles for years to
either dismiss scientific facts or misinform about
them. The tobacco, chemical, food, oil, and pharma-

ceutical industries, for example, have consistently
manipulated and even attacked scientific facts to
serve their own financial interests, regardless of the
consequences for our health and that of the planet.
So why are we marching for science?
The reason is very simple. We want, no, we need
the people in general and the political class in
particular to be well informed before making any
decisions that affect all of us. Given the dissatisfaction with the political class, peoples around
the world are electing – or permitting to remain in
power – politicians who are exploiting the worst
of human instincts: racism, xenophobia, intolerance, and vulgarity. We live in an era of the cult of
celebrity, rather one grounded in the respect for the
thousands who work every day around the world
in universities and research institutions expanding our knowledge about ourselves and about the
world that surrounds us.
Some have criticized the marches for science for
being too political and even “anti-Trump,” given
the deep budget cuts his administration has proposed for science, medical research, humanities,
and the arts. But the reality is that any big issue for
humanity is political because it implies resource
allocations, policy choices, and even life-and-death
decisions.
In order to discredit the movement these marchers represent, some have labeled them “liberal.”
The “L” word has had a deep resonance in the conservative movement since it was used in the 1950s
and 60s as a stand-in for being soft on communism.
Some have even editorialized it as, “A grandstand

play, put on by people who don’t like Trump or the
GOP, regardless, that has nothing to do with climate change, alternative fuels or any other science.
These folks ought to put their pocket protectors
back in their short-sleeved dress shirts and get
back into the labs where they belong.” This statement belonged to Ted Diadiun, an editorial board
member of the Cleveland Plain Dealer.
If this somehow reminds you of the phrase,
“Women belong in the kitchen” that became popular in some conservative circles more than 30 years
ago while women were fighting for equal rights, it
is not purely coincidental. The intention of silencing dissenting voices is nothing new and is a common feature of totalitarian regimes, left or right. It
is just that we are now re-living them via political
populism and an exaltation of public ignorance.
But knowledge in general – and scientific knowledge in particular – is not a partisan issue. It is
just that special interests have taken over political
parties and movements in order to reassert what
really matter to them: the bottom line of either
ideologies or financial statements. That is why science will always be a problem for those who look
at their own interest and not the general wellbeing
of the world.
And that is why so many of us were marching
Saturday.
Dr. Aldemaro Romero Jr. is a writer and college professor with leadership experience in higher education.
He can be contacted through his website at: http://www.
aromerojr.net
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A group of SIUE students, faculty, staff and community members gather to raise awareness of sexual assault.

Sexual assault awareness addressed
For the Intelligencer
A silent protest was held at Southern Illinois
University Edwardsville Tuesday, April 18 to start
conversations about sexual violence and prevention. April is Sexual Assault Awareness Month.
SIUE’s Counseling Services and Prevention
Education and Advocacy Center (PEACe), in
partnership with Call for Help, Inc., invited students to join together in holding signs featuring
awareness messages to support survivors and end
sexual assault.
“The silent protest was about visibility,” said
Samantha Dickens, MSW, SIUE PEACe coordinator. “We gathered at the center of campus to
capture attention and engage people. We wanted
to show a strong, diverse group of allies and
supporters who are willing to work to end sexual
violence.”
Rebecca McCormic, a graduate student in the

clinical psychology program, stood with the
group, holding a sign that read, “Your story is
important.”
“Victims of sexual assault may not come forward, because they feel as if they need to be
silent,” she said. “Supporting them in a silent
protest is a good way to speak without actually
speaking and show our support.”
Call for Help, the only dedicated rape crisis center for Madison, Monroe, St. Clair and
Washington Counties, organizes such silent protests.
“Campus sexual assault is a major issue, so we
were excited to partner with SIUE to bring our
message to this campus,” said Melissa Tutterow,
director of development and communication
with Call for Help. “Hopefully, as students
pass by they’re talking about it with each other.
Sexual assault is not an easy topic to talk about,
so we just want to start conversations.”
“Our PEACe program is working hard to

make sustainable change on campus,” Dickens
said. “It’s about peer education for prevention
and bystander intervention. It is also focused on
policy change, since on college campuses, policy
speaks loudly, and it lasts. Students engaging
students leaves a lasting impression.
A confidential advisor is available for students
through SIUE Counseling Services, located in
the Student Success Center, room 0222. For more
information, call 618-650-2842 or visit siue.edu/
counseling.
Call for Help, Inc. helps people overcome a
variety of personal crises, ranging from sexual
assault and poverty, to homelessness and mental
illness. It changes lives by giving people skills
and support that empower them to overcome
emotional and physical crisis. It equips individuals to overcome crisis, trauma, and homelessness
through stabilization, transitional and support
programs to help them achieve their maximum
potential for daily living.
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“This is just an extension of a
STEM activity where they got to
be engineers and make a structure
– using mostly recyclable materials
– that would help the egg survive.”
About a month earlier Kent and
Glen Carbon Elementary First Grade
Teacher Mrs. Harris challenged
their students to build a structure
to protect a raw egg from breaking
when dropped from the outside second floor balcony at Glen Carbon
Elementary.
Both classrooms discussed this
project at school, but the actual protective structure for the egg was
completed at home. “Their team
was a parent or an adult or a sibling,” Kent noted. “They have had a
long time to research, make a sketch
and we’ve talked about our plans
(at school). Some of the kids shared
what they were doing.”
Although this was primarily
a science project, Kent and Harris
added math to it through the tallying and graphing of the total 48
students in the two classrooms. “We
did a prediction of how many eggs
would survive versus how many
wouldn’t. And we found the difference between those two numbers
and added to 48. Then as they were
predicting, I had them tally,” Kent
explained. “Before we go to lunch,
we’re going to make a big tally chart
and discuss our calculations and our
predictions. So, yes, there’s math
involved.”

Get ready to party with a purpose
at the American Cancer Society
Farm to Table Metro-East to be
held on August 24th from 7-9PM
at the Gateway Center, located at 1
Gateway Drive, Collinsville.
The fun-filled evening will
feature mouth-watering dishes
using the freshest, local ingredients championed by local executive chefs as well as delectable desserts, libations from local
distilleries, wineries and craft
brewers.
“We’re really excited about
how things are coming together,”
said Rob Schwartz, Chairman of
the Madison County Regional
Leadership Board.
“This year ’s Farm to Table will
have incredible musical entertainment, mouthwatering food,
some amazing auction items
you won’t want to miss, and so
much more – all in support of
the extraordinary mission of the
American Cancer Society.”
Every dollar raised at Farm to
Table helps the American Cancer
Society save lives by helping
people stay well through prevention and early detection;
helping people get well through
hands-on support; by finding
cures through groundbreaking
research; and by fighting back
through public policy efforts.
Because of the progress made
against cancer, 500 lives are
saved every day that would
have otherwise been lost to cancer.

Each year, more than 250
guests attend the annual Farm to
Table and last year ’s event sold
out. Last year, the event has
raised more than $130,000 in the
fight against cancer.
For more information on Farm
to Table Metro-East, for sponsorship opportunities, or if you
would like to be placed on the
mailing list, please contact Brett
Schuette at 618.288.2320, #3.
The American Cancer Society
is a global grassroots force of
more than 2.5 million volunteers saving lives and fighting
for every birthday threatened by
every cancer in every community.
As the largest voluntary health
organization, the Society's efforts
have contributed to a 20 percent
decline in cancer death rates in
the U.S. since 1991, and a 50 percent drop in smoking rates.
Thanks in part to our progress
nearly 14 million Americans who
have had cancer and countless
more who have avoided it will
celebrate more birthdays this
year. We're determined to finish
the fight against cancer.
We're finding cures as the
nation’s largest private, not-forprofit investor in cancer research,
ensuring people facing cancer
have the help they need and
continuing the fight for access
to quality health care, lifesaving
screenings, clean air, and more.
For more information, to get
help, or to join the fight, call us
anytime, day or night, at 1-800227-2345 or visit cancer.org.
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Glen Carbon Elementary School teacher Catherine Kent showing a student above on the balcony
that her egg made it intact.
The students were also instructed
to use any recycled material they
wanted but the finished structure had
to be no larger than 30 centimeters or
12 inches long in any direction.
Suggestions for packaging material included corrugated cardboard,
bubble wrap, plastic bags, string and
packing foam which many students
used. But there were also some very
creative packing materials used such
as marshmallows, cotton, tissues

and packing peanuts.
Other students used their study
of gravity to add a parachute to the
packing structure in an effort to slow
down the fall of the structure before
it crashed into the concrete below.
The first graders took turns in
small groups as they climbed the
steps to the outside balcony area at
Glen Carbon Elementary, held their
egg-wrapped structure over the balcony railing and dropped their struc-

ture to the concrete surface below to
the squeals of delight of the students
watching.
Following each drop, parent volunteers on the ground unwrapped
each egg structure to see if the egg
made it safely to the surface or if it
busted into an egg mess.
“Despite the cold temp, the kids
had a blast,” Kent said. “Out of 47
total, 40 structures survived and seven
did not. They were super excited. ”

“They could see the headlights of the SUV under the water,” said
Highland Fire Chief Brian Wilson. “Zobrist dove into the 46-degree
water and swam 75 feet to the SUV to find a 3-month-old baby boy
floating inside. Zobrist removed the baby and placed him on the roof
of the SUV and began CPR, and the baby began to breathe. Todd
Zobrist decided not to let rescuers come to him, but held the infant
above the water and backstroked until he could stand, and ran the rest
of the way to shore.”
Barr remained on the shore and coordinated with other first
responders, Wilson said. Then Zobrist and Bland helped get the baby
– and Zobrist – into an ambulance. Zobrist was hypothermic, Wilson
said.
Kunz helped with the resuscitation efforts and helped keep the baby
warm as Clewis drove the ambulance to the hospital.
“Sgt. Steinbeck kept the scene under control and handled emergency
communications,” Wilson said.
The 27 board members who were present rose and gave the first
responders a lengthy standing ovation.
“I think this is one of the impressive things that I have ever seen
in Madison County,” said Judy Kuhn, who represents County Board
District 1 in Highland.
The first responders have received similar accolades from the City of
Highland and from Illinois Gov. Bruce Rauner, state Rep. Charlie Meir,
and members of the Illinois Legislature.
Campbell had driven to Highland that morning from her home on
Dogwood Lane in Glen Carbon. The house where she lived had been
set ablaze and police later found her former husband, Justin Campbell,
dead inside the house with a gunshot wound to the head.
The baby has been released from the hospital and is reportedly
doing well.
The other six children in the house that morning were able to escape
the blaze and run to safety.
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“Apparently it’s outside of our I-55 regulatory code. So it depends on
how that perpetual owner or buyer could develop that land,” he said.
Discussion came to a close and the motion passed with a 6-1 vote. Risavy
was opposed.

